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The scrapping of the cane has led to a deterioration in children’s behaviour at school, according 
to teachers.

Sanctions available to schools since corporal punishment was abolished 25 years ago are 
‘totally inadequate’ at reasserting authority in the classroom and lack the same deterrent effect, 
they said yesterday.

While rejecting a return to the cane, members of the Association of Teachers and Lecturers 
condemned existing sanctions such as detention and suspension.

Figure of fear: The forbidding use of canes is alleged to be behind the sharp decline in children's 
discipline

‘Novel’ punishments are needed to allow teachers to reassert their authority in the classroom, 
they said.

Delegates at the association’s annual conference voted unanimously for research into 
‘effective’ disciplinary methods.

‘When corporal punishment was abolished nothing was put in its place that had equivalent 
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deterrent powers,’ said Julian Perfect, a teacher from London.

Laws forbidding state schools from using the cane or slipper to discipline pupils were 
introduced in 1987, and a decade later in independent schools.
But Mr Perfect pointed out that subsequent governments had failed to give teachers sufficient 
sanctions.

He added that while teachers have statutory authority to discipline pupils whose behaviour is 
unacceptable, governments have failed to suggest methods for making authority ‘meaningful’.

Suspensions and expulsions were now handed out all too rarely amid pressure on schools to 
reduce the number of pupils who are excluded from school, the conference also heard.

Cautious: Dr Mary Bousted

Research by the teachers’ association suggested pupil behaviour had declined further in recent 



years.

Responding to one of its surveys, a teacher said: ‘The children know that our hands are tied and 
play up frequently.

‘In the past two years, we have only successfully permanently excluded one pupil. It is the 
good students whose education is being wrecked that I feel for.’ 

Another said: ‘Persistent low-level rudeness and disruption seems to have become a fact of life 
in education today and no longer raises eyebrows or seems to merit special attention.’ 

A third reported: ‘I had a female student threaten to kick the smile off my face, in front of a 
whole class.’ 

The association’s general secretary Dr Mary Bousted said: ‘Sanctions do have to be something 
students don’t want to have to endure.

‘We’re not saying at all that children should fear teachers but they should respect them.

‘If they go beyond the bounds of respecting a teacher there should be sanctions.

‘And those sanctions should be something children would rather not face.’ 

Proposing a motion aimed at tackling poor behaviour in the classroom, Mr  Perfect said: ‘This 
does not seek the  reinstatement of corporal punishment but rather the identification of 
additional forms of sanction.’ 

Jean Roberts, who teaches at Old Oak Primary, London told the conference: ‘We need more 
research into behaviour  management particularly sanctions  that work, are equitable and can 
be  used widely in schools supported by  governments and parents.

‘We have to ensure more of our classes are not disrupted but are places of real learning for all.’



Spoilt little Buddhas! Doting parents turn out 
children who just can't behave, says teachers' leader

By Laura Clark

Daily Mail, 4 April 2012

Parents are raising a  generation of ‘little Buddhas’ who never lift a finger around the house, a 
teachers’ leader declared yesterday.

Children are growing up constantly demanding their own way because they are ‘waited  on 
hand and foot’ by over- indulgent parents, said Dr  Mary Bousted.

They arrive at school with an ‘I’m important’ attitude and struggle to abide by rules and 
timetables. 

Too many children are being treated like 'little Buddhas' by their parents, says teaching expert Dr. Mary 
Bousted (file photo)

And they lash out at classmates because they fail to understand they have responsibilities 
towards others.

Dr Bousted, general secretary of the Association of Teachers and Lecturers, said schools are 
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forced to deal with the consequences of parents’ failure to lay down clear boundaries.

‘How many parents ask their children regularly to contribute to the running of the household, 
doing jobs?’ she asked. ‘It seems to me that far too many children are waited on, hand and foot. 

'They don’t do the washing up, they don’t do the hoovering, they don’t make their own beds. 

'We’re not doing our children any favours if we make them little Buddhas at home, and it 
certainly doesn’t do them any favours in school.’ 

Dr Bousted told the ATL’s annual conference in Manchester that children too often treated 
teachers like ‘servants’ and squabbled with fellow pupils. 

‘They expect to get what they want immediately and do not understand that there are other 
children in the class and the school who need the attention.’

Middle-class parents who fail to impose clear boundaries simply ‘buy off their children…
expensively’ – with the latest computer games, smartphones and other gadgets.

But Dr Bousted added: ‘Bad behaviour isn’t just the preserve  of poor children and parents. It 
occurs among all classes of society.’ 



She said parents needed to be more confident in laying down reasonable expectations of 
children – including completing basic household chores.

‘In my view a child or adolescent who doesn’t understand proper boundaries is very unhappy.
‘We need to be more confident as a society in saying, “No, you can go so far but no further”.’ 
Without this discipline, children grow up with an attitude to life which says: ‘I’m important,  
am an island to myself’, said Dr Bousted.

‘School is the place where children and young people enter civil society really for the first time.
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